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• Proposed Army Vision 

• Current Funding Outlook
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Project Manager Soldier Survivability
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Deliver cutting edge capabilities to increase safety, survivability, and lethality of Air and Ground Warfighters

Fort Belvoir, VA
Enlisted Advisor

SFC Andrew Wood

Project Manager
Soldier Survivability

COL Tony Lindh

Deputy Project Manager
Mr. Jeff Myhre DASC

MAJ Timothy Roberts

APMs 
Dr. Kim Pierre-Zamora
MAJ Joshua Hewitt
MAJ Matthew Carter
MAJ Tim Malloy

APMs
MAJ Ryan Cermely
MAJ Taylor Moran
Mr. Lester Smith
Mr. Blaise Liess

APMs
MAJ Lonnie Jordan
MAJ Caleb Hughes
Mr. Chuck Myers

Product Manager Soldier
Clothing and Individual Equip

LTC  Austin Banford
Deputy

Ms. Cheryl Bielamowicz (Acting)
Senior NCO Advisor

Vacant

Product Manager Soldier Protective 
Equipment

LTC Ken Elgort
Deputy

Ms. Sarah Coleman
Senior NCO Advisor

Vacant

Product Manager
Air Warrior

LTC Brandon Nixon
Deputy

Mr. Rob Seybold
Senior NCO Advisor

Vacant

Redstone, AL

Director, Logistics 
Management

Ms. Sophia 
McKenzie

Director, Acquisition & 
Operations

Ms. Debbie Ward

Director, Quality 
Assurance

Mr. Duane Cook

Director, Resource 
Management
Ms. Stephanie 
Weatherspoon

Director, Technology 
Management & 

Integration
Mr. John Kirejczyk

APMs 
MAJ Michael Ashburn
MAJ Angel Rosa

Product Manager Health and Holistic 
Fitness (H2F) 

LTC Paula Harrell
Acting Deputy

Mr. Jared Walega
Senior NCO Advisor

Vacant

Redstone Arsenal

Army and Other Services and Agencies

Lansing, MI
(Staging)

PM Soldier
Survivability

PEO Soldier

Natick, MA
(CCDC-SC)Philadelphia, PA

(LSO)

Sierra Army Depot, CA
(TACOM)

Ft. Gregg-Adams, VA
(Airdrop NET)

Yuma, AZ
(Freefall NET)

Ft. Bliss, TX
(FIP)

Ft. Cavazos, TX
(FIP)

Lead for Foreign 
Military Sales

Mr. Aaron 
Greenwood

Strategic Portfolio 
Management

Ms. Michelle Self



Strategic Focus Areas

• Divestiture / Life Cycle Management

• Organizational Clothing and Individual Equipment 
(OCIE) commonality across Services and 
continued support of the Warfighter

• OCIE readiness for all environments
• Arctic
• Jungle
• Arid
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• Soldier Survivability 
 Ballistic and blast protection

 Optimized protection 
 Reduced weight

• Organizational Clothing & Individual Equipment
 Signature management / Spectral mitigation
 Jungle capability

 Being defined by user community
 Water filtration

 Toxic Industrial Chemical/Toxic Industrial Material
(TIC/TIM) removal

 Individual desalinization
 Conductive materials and textiles

Anticipated Future Efforts

Reducing Soldier load / bulk remains a priority
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• On-going deployments

• Global conflicts

• Continuing resolution

Uncertainty with production budgets

Maintaining the clothing & textile industrial base is a high priority 
for Army Senior Leaders

Current Environment



Proposed NDAA Language

Army organizational clothing and individual equipment for extreme cold weather

The committee commends the Army for maintaining the Rapid Fielding Initiative 
(RFI) to ensure the combat readiness of deploying soldiers. However, the 
committee is concerned that current clothing, accessories, and equipment 
included in the RFI do not meet the environmental demands of current 
deployment regions. The committee understands that the RFI list has not been 
updated in over 4 years, while the strategic focus of the Army has shifted from arid 
environments and expanded to Arctic, sub-Arctic, and tropical regions. 
Modernizing rapid deployment clothing, accessories, and equipment will better 
prepare deploying soldiers for environmental challenges. By updating the RFI list, it 
will better align with the Army’s mission to increase the readiness and lethality of 
the total force.

Accordingly, the committee directs the Secretary of the Army to update the RFI 
list of clothing, accessories, and equipment for deploying units for Fiscal Year 
2025. The Secretary of the Army shall provide a briefing to the Senate Armed 
Services Committee on the update, not later than January 1, 2025, to include the 
Army’s modernization and sustainment plans for organizational clothing and 
individual equipment
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Environmental Contingency Requirements

• Authorization and Appropriation Required

• Authorization:  An approved and updated 
RFI list expected to be directed through NDAA 
will provide the authorization

• Appropriation:  Funding requirements 
compete with all Army priorities through the 
Army’s Planning, Programming, Budgeting, 
and Execution Process
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Annual Process

Educating Senior Army Leaders on OCIE risk and readiness

Authorization Appropriation Process
Army Validates Environmental 

RFI Sets

Arctic

Jungle

Arid

Army approves Enduring RFI

HQDA G8 funds 
Enduring RFI Program 

Annually

ASA(ALT) assigns PEO 
Soldier as Office of Primary 

Responsibility

 (PEO Soldier currently assigned 
RFI mission; has initial fielding 
responsibility; maintains RFI 

warehouse)

PEO Soldier focuses on 
building initial 

environmental sets  

Coordinates annually with 
HQDA G-33 (Threat 

Analysis), Sister Services, 
Industrial Base, TACOM 

LCMC)

Proposed Army Vision
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Current Funding Outlook
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COL James (Tony) Lindh
Project Manager, Soldier Survivability 
james.a.lindh.mil@army.mil

Ms. Michelle Self
Strategic Portfolio Manager
michelle.l.self2.civ@army.mil

LTC Austin Banford
Product Manager, Soldier Clothing and

Individual Equipment
austin.j.banford.mil@army.mil

LTC Ken Elgort
Product Manager, Soldier

Protective Equipment
kenneth.p.elgort.mil@army.mil

LTC Brandon Nixon
Product Manager,Air Warrior
brandon.e.nixon.mil@army.mil

LTC Paula Harrell
Product Manager, Holistic Health & 
Fitness (H2F)
paula.j.harrell.mil@army.mil

Mr. Jeff Myhre
Deputy Project Manager, Soldier Survivability 
jeffrey.j.myhre.civ@army.mil

Ms. Cheryl  Bielamowicz
Acting Deputy Product Manager, Soldier Clothing
   and Individual Equipment 
cheryl.m.bielamowicz.civ@army.mil

Ms. Sarah Coleman
Deputy Product Manager, Soldier Protective                                                                                              
   Equipment
sarah.w.coleman.civ@army.mil 

Mr. Rob Seybold
Deputy Product Manager,Air Warrior 
jrobert.l.seybold.civ@army.mil

Mr. Jared Walega
Deputy Product Manager, Holistic Health & 
Fitness (H2F)
jared.m.walega.civ@army.mil

Soldier Survivability Points of Contact
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Questions
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